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While most of the nation thinks Kansas is only 
flat land for miles and miles, what they don’t know is 
Kansas has some very picturesque locations throughout 
the state if they are willing to leave the interstate 
and venture out into the countryside.  One of those 
picturesque areas is Gypsum Hills that span parts of 
Comanche County. 

There is a 42-mile scenic byway through the area 
that allows visitors to see flat mesas, deep canyons, 
sharp high hills, red soils, and 
caprock formations along with 
the expansive High Plains and 
Red Hills physiographic regions.  
According to naturalkansas.org,  
“From rolling farmland and 
midgrass prairie grazing land 
to the rugged, gypsum-capped 
flower-pot shale mesas and buttes 
with minimal vegetation, the 
Gypsum Hills Scenic Byway 
showcases two of the Kansas’ 
most picturesque landscapes.”

When road conditions permit, 
visitors can see an abundance of 
wildlife including deer, turkey, 

quail, pheasant, beaver, bobcats, and more along with 
spring and summer wildflowers, red soil, and green 
cedar trees. On the west end of the byway is Lake 
Coldwater that attracts local and outside visitors.  The 
250-acre lake is spring-fed and attracts its own wildlife 
throughout the seasons including geese, mallards, 
ducks, other types of birds, beavers, and deer to name 
a few.  Campsites, boat ramps, a nature trail, and other 
amenities are available at the lake.

Take a drive along the Gypsum Hills Scenic Byway to soak in enchanting views of ancient floodplains 
and rolling hills, or get an up-close look through the Gypsum Hills’ many recreational opportunities 
such as horseback trail riding.  Image source: https://www.travelks.com/things-to-do/parks-and-
nature/scenic-areas/the-gypsum-hills/
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You may be wondering who gets to 
provide EMS services in this area with 
its diverse and beautiful terrain in a rural 
county along the Kansas Oklahoma border.  
That would be Comanche County EMS 
(CCEMS), which was established in the 
early 1970s.

The Service
CCEMS is a ground ambulance 

service providing BLS and ALS response 
to all of Comanche County. That is about 
790 square miles along with parts of the 
surrounding counties serving a population 
of approximately 1,900.  They run about 
200 calls a year and provide 24-hour 
response out of their two stations located 
in Coldwater and Protection, with volunteers in 
Coldwater, Protection, and Wilmore. They currently 
have three ambulance units.

CCEMS is dispatched through the county 
911 system and is supported by the Comanche 
County Sheriff’s Department and Coldwater Police 
Department. CCEMS also provides ALS and BLS 
transfer service from Comanche County Hospital to 
appropriate facilities.

The Staff and Volunteers
A director/paramedic staffs the Coldwater station 

weekdays and is on call for ALS response at other 
times. The full-time assistant director performs 
administrative duties and responds to emergency 
calls. Other than the two full-time staff, they have 12 
volunteers, which are two RNs, seven EMTs, and three 
EMRs. 

The ALS staff is trained in BLS, ACLS, PALS, 
AMLS, ASLS, and PHTLS. The BLS staff is trained 
in BLS, ACLS for EMTs, and some have PHTLS.  
Volunteers are at least 
an EMR. The service 
also offers 1-2 hours 
of training monthly 
with varying topics to 
meet re-certification 
requirements.

“We are most proud 
of our volunteers for 
their dedication and 

willingness to drop everything when they’re needed,” 
said Director David Kutz. “Their employers that allow 
them to go when it’s possible are our biggest asset. 
Also, we are proud of our entire community for their 
support. They are always there for us.”

Community and KEMSA Involvement
For their community, CCEMS is an Approved 

Training Center for American Safety & Health 
Institute offering CPR, AED, First Aid, and Child and 
Babysitting Safety classes. In addition, they teach 
Bloodborne Pathogens and Driver Safety training.

CCEMS has been a KEMSA squad member since 
2002. They like to take advantage of the conference, 
education, and supply discounts. They feel everyone 
should be a member to support EMS representation in 
Topeka.

One thing you may not know about Comanche 
County EMS is their station was once an old gas 
station.
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Personnel
Now, we’d like to introduce you to some of 

the personnel who help provide EMS services in 
Comanche County. We will start with the full-time 
director and assistant director, but we also want you 
to get to know some of the volunteers who drop 
everything to help their community when service is 
needed.

David Kutz is the director of CCEMS.  He is a 
paramedic who 
has been in EMS 
for 34 years. 
Back in the day, 
he wanted to be 
just like Roy and 
Johnny, but took 
the scenic route 
to get into EMS.  
Now, he is stuck 
because he loves 
what he does. The best reward he has received during 
his time in EMS is when they have an opportunity to 
actually save a life. He said that doesn’t happen as 
often as you think. For him, the most challenging part 
is when you have a tragedy involving children. It is 
challenging in any service, but in a small community, 
you know them all which adds a layer of difficulty. 
While David’s age may say retirement is near, his heart 
knows this is where he belongs.  One thing you might 
not know about David is he is a self-proclaimed chef 
who can look in the pantry and create a unique dish 
that he is proud of.  So, next time you drive through 
Comanche County, maybe you should stop and ask for 
a bite to eat!

The assistant director of CCEMS is Terri Brosius, 
AEMT.  Terri has been in EMS for 14 years and got 
involved because 
of her sister 
who was an 
EMT.  It sounded 
interesting, so 
she took a first 
responder class, 
and the rest is 
history.  She loves 
her EMS family 
and helping 
people in her 

community. She also loves that her youngest daughter 
joined the EMS family, so she has another connection 
with her. Terri’s biggest reward from the job is when 
a patient is appreciative of the help. The biggest 
challenge is being in a small community with issues 
like staffing/having enough volunteers and trying to 
find funding for a new and updated EMS station.  In the 
future, she hopes to see a new building come to fruition 
and wants to continue to help train new volunteers until 
she can retire. After retirement, she looks forward to 
spending time with her family and all the grandkids.  
After college, Terri married her high school sweetheart, 
had three kids, and now nine grandkids. You might not 
know she received a scholarship to play basketball in 
Garden City when she was younger.

Donna Brosius is an EMT with 24 years of 
experience in 
EMS.  She took 
a first responder 
class then bridged 
to EMT. She 
continues to serve 
with EMS due 
to the need for 
responders and 
enjoys helping 
people. She 
commented that it is hard to run calls when you know 
the people most of the time. In the future, she hopes 
more young people will get involved. If you didn’t 
know, Donna lived in Montana at one time, but calls 
Kansas home.

Susan Vaught started in EMS four years ago and is 
currently an EMT. With an interest in the medical field 
and a desire to help people in the community and get 
involved, EMS 
was a good fit for 
her. This job is 
rewarding for her 
because it allows 
her to help people 
in her community 
on sometimes 
their darkest day. 
She hopes she 
can help alleviate 
their fears a little bit. However, she also said it is hard 
to distance yourself from the situation on calls when 
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First Responders
Greg Holliday

Account Manager
greg.holliday@life-assist.com

303.884.9905

Medical Supplies for First Responders for Over 40 Years

For putting yourself in harm’s way to protect others

For stepping up to the challenges of this unprecedented time

For providing help and comfort to people when they most need it

Heroes

We are here to help in any way we can. 

We are looking forward to meeting with you in person soon! 

LIFE-ASSIST.COM 800.824.6016

VISIT US AT THE KEMSA CONFERENCE & EXPO, BOOTH 20/21

Thank You 

you know the people on a personal level.  It can be a 
help and a hindrance at the same time. Susan hopes to 
continue working alongside her fellow responders for 
several more years and recruit younger people in the 
community to join as well. Outside of EMS, her dream 
is to drive a racecar on a racetrack someday.

Jordan Jackson is an EMT with four years of 
experience.  She joined CCEMS when her community 
had a need for EMS volunteers and comes from a 
family history of EMS.  The biggest reward for Jordan 
is when lives are saved, and the biggest challenge is 
when you can’t save them. Jordan copes with the stress 
by staying busy. In the future, she knows the service 
will need more volunteers and people willing to step up 
and help.

Just like all EMS services, especially in rural areas, 
there are struggles in CCEMS with staffing and having 
enough volunteers and funding.  However, we want 
to say thank you to the current volunteers and staff 
who provide this essential service to their community 
despite the challenges they face.  We encourage 
everyone to focus on the rewards, and if you need a 

nice scenic drive to clear your head, you might just 
want to head to Comanche County to see the Gypsum 
Hills for yourself.
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