
 
February 16, 2016 
 
Re: GEMT Efforts 

KEMSA Members, 

Last year, KEMSA was asked to support the GEMT Initiative led by the Kansas State 
Association of Fire Chiefs (KSAFC) and Chief John Paul Jones.  KEMSA was concerned at that 
time about the lack of involvement to date and this was voiced during a meeting in Burlington to 
discuss state legislative agendas.  At that time, KEMSA pledged support for the initiative, but in 
return asked for better communications to all organizations involved in the initiative.  The basis 
for the increased communications was to allow other associations to weigh in on the project and 
make suggestions as the project moved forward.  KEMSA’s main concern is to ensure that the 
interests of all ambulance services in the state are being protected.  

Unfortunately, KEMSA has not been kept in the information loop.  KEMSA was not consulted 
before a draft bill was distributed to elected officials in the state, nor have we been invited to 
participate in meetings with the Kansas Association of Counties or conference calls with other 
members of the coalition.   

Funding for this project is also a KEMSA concern, and the original financial plan appears to not 
have the funds to continue.  It has come to our attention that the current fund raising effort being 
proposed involves asking counties for funding based on projections of additional reimbursements 
that may come to the respective counties if this bill passes.  KEMSA will not support a fund 
raising effort of this sort. 

It is with regret that the KEMSA Board of Directors has voted to not support the GEMT 
Initiative being led by Chief Jones and the KSAFC.  The board has not made this decision 
lightly, but feels this is the appropriate step to take considering the situation. 

However, KEMSA DOES support the institution of GEMT / CPE / IGT / FRA programs 
and will continue to seek support for these programs.  It is imperative to our association that 
this is a collaborative effort that seeks involvement from transport agencies represented across 
the state of Kansas.  KEMSA will continue to seek collaborative partners to move this issue 
forward and will be having discussions with KDHE soon. 

Please watch your email for more details as this issue evolves.  We want you to be updated and 
informed as we know more.  Thanks for your membership and support of KEMSA. 

KEMSA Board of Directors 


